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The materials include three separate vocabulary related exercises:

1. Very detailed page by page vocabulary of the full text (Livre de poche edition)
2. Vocabulaire incontournable/parties du discours -words and concepts essential for writing
the essay with different parts of speech

The page by page vocabulary for Un sac de billes is provided as an aid to ensure that your
students are supported in their first reading of the text. You will have trained them in how to glean
meaning from text where not every word is understood, nevertheless their ability to comprehend
can be overwhelmed by the quantity of new language. For the initial stages of the book we
assume that the student has a fairly minimal vocabulary and endeavour to help confidence to be
maintained.

The pdf version of the vocabulary can be used on a smartphone or tablet to avoid the need for
printing out the list.

www.dolanguages.com Un sac de billes

Un sac de billes-page by page Tirebouchonner-to crumple, L'arrondissement-
vocabulary-Livre de poche wrinkle up administrative district
version (latest edition)

L'accordéoniste-the Le fuyard-refugee
khapitre 1 accordionist (traditional

French street busking Un compagnon-companion
11 :

instrument

) Trotsky-one of the leading

La bille-marble Le tas-pile Russian revolutionaries
Le doigt-finger Au-dessus-zbove Un artisan-craft worker

Le fond-bottom Se ternir-to fade

Le pas de la porte-the door

step

Celle-the one (f) celui m Le front-forehead
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The parties du discours/vocabulaire incontournable exercise covers several fields of vocabulary
and is designed to encourage students to be flexible and creative in their use of language moving
from a verbal structure to one based on the equivalent noun etc. The area covered for Un sac de
billes :-Etre frangais/juif, les mesures prises contre les Juifs, la reaction des Juifs,
'alimentation/marché noir, grandir pendant la guerre, le role de ['église.. You can add your own
examples in the MS word version if you wish.

Un sac de billes Vocabulaire Incontournable

étre Juif/Francais

porter I'étoile jaune le port de I'étoilejayne | |

la naturalisation

les mesures prises contre les Juifs

Verbe/Forme verbale Nom/Substantif Participe passé

pourchasser pourchassé/e

) '
Ly r

Which ever technique you decide upon, the summary will help your students go back over the
story to put things in order in their head in the target language. Additionally the summary exercise
practises use of the present tense of the verb which is key to any student’s competence-60% of
language usage approximately tends to be in the present. The summary is written in simple
language and the teacher can practise introducing more complex structures or a range of tenses

from the basic sentences. ANSWER SHEET PROVIDED
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The sequence of questions is designed to produce a more individual response to the book and
could be used orally or set as a recap assignment.

Echantillon et raison d'étre
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Les jours suivants, alors que les fréres ainés [travailler] au
salon, Maurice et Jo [profiter] de leur temps en jouant au
foot, faisant les courses et découvrant les alentours.
Cependant ils [décider] de trouver un petit boulot pour aider
leurs fréres. Jo [se trouver] un boulot de gardien de vaches
chez le pére Viale alors que Maurice [travailler] chez un
boulanger, ce qui lui [permettre] de nourrir un peu la famille.
lo [rester] dormir chez ses propriétaires et [se faire] conter
I'histoire de leur rencontre. Le travail a la ferme [consister]
essentiellement a s'occuper des poules et a tenir compagnie
a madame Viale. lo [retourner] voir ses fréres a la ville, la
paye en poche et chargé de victuailles mais il [apprendre] la
nouvelle que ses parents aont été arrétés et [Etre] enfermés
dans un camp de transit. Henri [décider] d'essayer de les
sauver alors qu'Albert, pour respecter la volonté de leurs
parents, [inscrire] Jo et Maurice a I'école. Les enfants y [aller]
a contrecceur mais [apprécier] les bonbons vitaminés
distribués par le gouvernement de Vichy. lo étant
suffisamment costaud n'y [avair] pas le droit mais [échanger]
quelques billes avec un camarade contre les pastilles.

Les alentours-the surroundings
Un boulot-a job

Nourrir-to feed

Conter-to tell, relate

La rencontre-meeting

Tenir compagnie a-be a companion to
Les victuailles-food

Arréter-to arrest

Un camp de transit-transit camp
La volonté-the wish

Inscrire- to enrol

A contre-coeur-against their will
Costaud-strong

Le ternps [passer] et pas de nouvelles d'Henri ni des parents.
Un soir, tout a coup, Henri [ouvrir] la porte et [annoncer]
que les parents [&tre] libres. En échange d'une coupe de
cheveux effectuée a un gendarme, celui-ci [intercéder] en sa
faveur et Henri [parvenir], a force de subterfuges, et de
ruses, a faire libérer ses parents qu'il [retrouver] trente
minutes plus tard. Les parents [&tre] désormais a Mice et

Les nouvelles-news
Effectuer-to carry out
Intercéder-to intervene
Parvenir-to succeed, manage
Désormais-from now on
Réuni-reunited

[Ecrire] que bientdt ils seront tous réunis 3 nouveau.

There is no answer sheet provided for this

exercise as it is intended to elicit the student’s opinions and perspective.

These questions are intended to make sure you get the main points of the novel the way you

understand it.

through your own eyes but will be preparing yourself to answer questions spontaneously in the

By answering the guestions fully you will build up not only a summary of it

oral/and or to come up with good relevant points when planning an essay.

Chapitre 1 11-15

1. Quel réle jouent les billes dans le premier chapitre a votre avis ?

2. Quels rapports les deux fréres ont-ils a premiére vue ?

3. Comment apprenons-nous le sort du pére dés le premier chapitre ?

4. Comment I'auteur, adulte, critigue-t-il |a société contemporaine et sa maniére d'élever les

enfants ?

5. Quelle farce les garcons jouent-ils a la fin du chapitre ?
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The questions set for the new examination require a high level of analysis so we have created a
sequence of exercises in which thinking skills come to the fore. Training students to discuss
character based on the evidence given and reading between the lines. We have three types of
exercise to facilitate the exercise.

The caractére des protagonistes exercise provides a long list of specially chosen adjectives
relating to the characters in the book and the student has to designate these to particular

characters (levels 1-4) . There are also exercises training the student how to introduce a sentence
on character in an analytical way. ANSWER SHEET PROVIDED

Un sac de billes Caractére des protagonistes

Adjectifs qui décrivent le caractére
Traduisez les adjectifs en anglais et puis décidez lesquels correspondent a quels personnages (classez les
sur une échelle de un a quatre

Aimable likeahle 4 Maurice est trés aimable
Aimant/e

Audacieux/ieyse

Eagarreurfm 2 _lLes gargons sont assez bagarreurs
Calculateur/trice

The character arc exercise asks the student to trace the development of a character from start to
finish concentrating on important turning points. The template in MS Word can be used for the
characters of your choice.

Un sac de billes Protagoniste Joseph Joffo

In a novel there will often be significant changes taking place to at least one of the protagonists;
by the end, significant emotional, psychological and or intellectual progress will have been
made thanks to the experiences which the author/narrator subjects the character/s to. This
analytical activity requires you think deeply about the character's journey in the novel
identifying and illustrating: -

a) their initial situation and how he/she is “brought in” b} subsequent important scenes,
observations, turning points which demonstrate a movement from the initial position

c) the emotional/relational/psychological situation of the protagonist at the end of the novel.

A premiére vue

Comment Joseph est présentée au début
Il se révéle &tre/Il me semble qu'il

Citations/pensées-

- oo -
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Students often find the “second verb infinitive” concept hard to take on board and our motivation
des personnages exercise is designed to make students think about what makes the protagonists
tick based on their traits of character. A wide range of verbs followed 3, de, zero or par is given.

The students are encouraged to come up with examples like:- Ayant un caractére entreprenant
Maurice se hasarde & passer des groupes de juifs pour gagner de l'argent.

You or the students can add your own outcomes in the MS Word version.With the amount of time
available for teaching MFL students these days it is essential to incorporate grammar teaching
seamlessly into literature as well as language teaching. The sequence of grammatical exercises is
designed to increase awareness of some key structures which would generally be considered to
improve the quality of language section of the assessment grid.

'

The multi-tense exercise requested by one of my students to show a single verb in the majority of
tenses/aspects is designed to act as an aide-mémoire. Add your own verbs if you can think of

some that would work across all tenses. ANSWER SHEET PROVIDED
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The quality of language exercise section pushes three sets of grammatical structures, the present
participle, the passive and the subjunctive and gives eight or so examples of each in the context of
the book, so at the same time as practising key verb forms the student is revising the language.

ANSWER SHEET PROVIDED

Example from each structure type- 8 or so in each set.
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Present participle

5. Henri va tenter de faire libérer ses parents. Il se rend au camp de transit ol ils sont détenus.
Henri va tenter de faire librer Ses PAreNtS €N .........ceececeierivireeseeieeiesiestestssvssssiesistissessssssrsssestesssesseses
Passive

7. Les Allemands arrétent le pére Joffo pendant que les garcons séjournent a Moisson Nouvelle.

L= LT3N Lo} j o RSOSSN

Subjunctive

3. Le pére Joffo veut que ses fils (aller) a I’école lors de leur séjour a Menton.

The direct/indirect speech exercise is designed to address the issue of how to deal with
quotations. While it is essential to refer to specific evidence it is not really essential to add
quotations although of course this is possible. The student attempts to recognise the origin of 14
quotations and then has to make these into reported speech making appropriate grammatical
changes (tense and pronouns generally).

| deliver CPD on analysing literature and film and planning and writing the essay. Click on this link
to see the list of events coming up and access a booking form. List of training events.

| can also deliver sessions for students for any of the French titles | cover via an online classroom.
Just email me at steve@dolanguages.com for more details. See the list of titles on the tab at the
top.

'
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First steps

TIP As you start to go through the book with the students it is a good idea to begin the essay
writing process by writing a paragraph together based on the PEE(L) pattern- (P) oint, (E)vidence,
(E)xplanation, (L)ink. Always refer to a putative essay title and, initially, keep the preparation oral.

After coming up with a good paragraph you can then dictate it to your students which will open
your eyes to the students’ grammatical awareness.

The themes exercise is designed to get students to read through a list of quotations and allocate
them to a particular theme. This is a first step to help student prepare for using
quotations/detailed reference to illustrate a particular point in the essay.

ANSWER SHEET PROVIDED
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The planning tool is simply intended to remind students that the best way of planning is to use a
full sheet of paper and start writing down ideas as they come. The essay title should always be

visible and referred to constantly. The template can be adapted according to the number of points
you expect students to produce.
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The sample essay is written based on the plan so that students can trace the planning through from
start to finish. More help is given in the Forum where we give sample essay titles and encourage
teachers to post their students work if they wish other colleagues to review. As we have some 150
teachers on board for Un sac de billes, this could be a very fruitful interactive tool for teachers
particularly ones teaching literature and essay writing for the first time.

Un sac de billes Sample essay

Analysez le développement du caractére de I'un des personnages principaux du roman en
évaluant les événements/situations clefs qui l'influencent.

Le caractére de lo, protagoniste, va se développer rapidement a cause des bouleversements
psychologiques liés d'une part au passage de I'enfance 4 I'adolescence, mais plus encore
engendres par les risques de mort qu’'il court constamment aprés son départ de Paris.

Enfant insouciant au début, partageant son temps entre |'école et ses parties de billes, lo
pleure néanmoins facilement quand il perd sa bille préférée contre son frére Maurice. La

The forum is the go-to place for Un sac de billes to share your ideas on teaching the book, to
ask others’ opinions on your students’ essays or anything else No et moi related.

Add a new discussion lopic

Discussion Started by Replies Last post

Partager des liens [ ] Mathale 3 Mathahe
- Kaddouri Kaddaouri

Wed, 21 Feb | -
2018, 3:16
PM

Soyez les bienvenus au forum-voulez-vous vous présenter et [ ] System 11 System
dire quelles sortes d'activibtés vous aimeriez voir dans Mo et moi Administrator Administrator
EXTRA Sat, 10 Feb | @
2018, 3:00

EM

Essay title planning 1 [ ] Mathalie a MNathalie
' Kaddour Kaddaour

Thu, 11 Jan | -
2018, 12:40
FM
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Our first recorded lecture is on the language and structure of Un sac de billes and

contains exercises encouraging students to find their own examples of particular aspects

of style.

The sound files are in a PowerPoint and the teacher may wish to give out the tapescript

with vocabulary to assist comprehension.

Style, structure et nature de I'ceuvre

Lors de notre lecture d'un Sac de billes, on peut constater de nombreux effets
de style dans I'écriture qui pourraient bien provenir de I'auteur ou de

son négre Claude Kotz qui a entiérement réécrit le roman livré 3 I'éditeur,
Lattés. Il parait que Joffo « écrivait tout lui-méme sur de grands cahiers a
spirale a petits carreaux sans laisser aucune marge, 150 pages hien serrées,
bourrées de fautes », avant de les donner a remanier ». Joffp a avoué a
I"'épogque :

« J'avais tout raconté au passé. Il m'a appris le présent historigue. »

0On va pourtant se référer a Joffo comme auteur parce que le roman Un sac de
billes est son histoire personnelle. A la fin de ce roman, rédigé quand Joffo
avait 42 ans et trois enfants, il se demande pourquoi il I'a écrit : il se répond :

« Il est sorti de moi comme une chose naturelle, cela m'était peut-étre
nécessaire »,

En fait le lecteur est enchanté par cette vérité ; on se sent complétement
engagés dans le parcours des deux fréres et de leur famille, par le rapport
intégré des épisodes dramatiques rapportés par « le jeune Joseph » avec les
commentaires ironiques de son « moi » adulte. Mous allons analyser
comment I'équipe Joffo/Kotz manie le style et le langage pour produire un
roman passionnant, amusant et tragique mais qui ne tombe jamais dans
I'amertume ou la négativité.

La premiére personne du singulier

En écrivant le roman de deux points de vue, de I'age adulte et de I'dge enfant,

I'auteur trouve quelguefois difficile de séparer les deux.

L'esprit adulte, en effet un narrateur omniscient, fait des remargues ironigues
surtout sur la maniére dont le monde a changé depuis le déroulement de ces
événements. En évoquant la Porte de Clignancourt comme « terrain de jeu »

lors de-during

)

la lecture-reading
praovenir de-to come from
un negre-ghost writer
livrer-to deliver

UNIED

paraitre-to appear

a petit carreaux-small squared
carrsadx

laiszer to leave
SRaE
serré/e-tight
bourré de-full of
HEHITE,
remanier-to rework
LEMAnED
avouer-to confess
avoueEr

rédiger-to write

e demander-to wonder
engage/e-wrapped up in,
engaged

le parcours-the journey
manier-to manipulate
manel

intégré fe-seamless
passiannant/e-exciting

I"amertume-bitterness

I"esprit-mind, wit
un narrateur omniscient-

narrator who sees all

le déroulement-occurrence

'

Exercises accompanied by a mark scheme are indicated above with ANSWER SHEET

PROVIDED.
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This section of the course has author related material including interviews, written, audio
or video, a link to the author’s website and where appropriate their twitter account details.

We always look for the best material giving the context of the themes underpinning the
topic.

dossiers pédagogigues sur Ia toile

There can be some good institution or teacher-produced materials online for reference.

Follow our twitter feeds on Un sac de billes
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